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Representing the Business Interests of Agriculture 

 

May 5, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Sonny Perdue 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

1400 Independence Avenue SW 

Washington, DC 20250 

 

Dear Secretary Perdue, 

 

Thank you for your steadfast work on behalf of American agriculture during these trying and 

uncertain times. Your leadership and engagement within the Administration has been critical to 

minimize disruptions to the food supply chain.  

 

One issue that has recently been brought to our attention threatens the ability to have H-2A guest 

workers arrive to the farm in a timely manner. From our understanding, recent guidance and 

quarantine orders within individual Mexican states has restricted the ability of H-2A workers to 

reach U.S. consulates. The health and safety of our workforce is paramount to our ability to 

continue feeding and clothing the world, which is why farmers and ranchers across the country 

have been implementing voluntary measures specifically in response to COVID-19. We must 

continue to protect their safety while traveling to the job site, and we must find a way to do so in 

a timely and efficient manner that does not arbitrarily delay the arrival of this critical workforce. 

 

We know the State Department is aware of the impact that disparate state actions in Mexico are 

having on critical infrastructure in the United States, and we are pleased to hear American 

consular officials in Mexico City are interfacing with the Mexican government over these issues. 

We ask you to encourage the State Department to reiterate with the Mexican government the 

importance of finding a resolution to this H-2A situation and the impact of this workforce has on 

our food supply.  

 

We sincerely appreciate your tireless work on behalf of American agriculture and stand ready to 

work with you to develop collaborative solutions that both protect the health and safety of our 

critical workforce while also minimizing disruptions to the food supply chain. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Charles F. Conner 

President & CEO 


